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Let me begin with a thought which has been weighing
with* me for a considerable time. When the war broke out
and I went to Simla to see the Viceroy, I issued a state-
ment the next day, not in a representative but in my indi-
vidual capacity. A friend has now reminded me how good
it would have been if I had simply hung on to that statement
although I could not take the Congress with me; and on
the eve of my shouldering this responsibility, he prayed
that I should be guided by God to take up that original
position and retire. I have very great regard for him.
I have not forgotten that statement, nor have I any regret
or apology to offer. If such a thing occurs—and history
often repeats itself—and I happen to go to another Viceroy,
I should make the same statement.
Although I spoke only for myself, deep down in me
there was tBe Congressman speaking- The Viceroy also
did not send for me because I was M. K. Gandhi.
M. K. Gandhi has absolutely no place in his books. The man
who wields the sceptre can have no room for individuals.
He sent for me because he thought I would represent the
Congress view and I would be able to carry conviction
to Congressmen.
I withdrew from that position, not as an individual
but as a Congressman, and because I failed to carry con-
viction even to a single Congressman. Happily you have
got on the Working Committee men with sterling 'honesty
who had the courage to tell me that, although it was my
statement, they did not feel like accepting it. They added
that they had had bitter experience behind them, and
that therefore they would not be able to take that position.
Thus you had the resolution that was passed by the Congress
immediately after the war. And I agreed with the resolu-
tion as a representative, although I said to them that,
if I could carry conviction, my original position was the
best possible one to take up. If I had pressed the members
of the Working Committee to accept my position, they would
have done so, but it would have been only mechanical.
The statement was not made to deceive the Viceroy or,
for the matter of that, a single soul. It came straight from
the heart. It was not a theatrical display. It was the opening

